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the risks or contingencies mentioned above. There would
then be no need at all to provide for any dependents or even
one's old age.

16.    The average income per head in India has been com-
puted variously in recent times, by detailed estimates and
compilations of the total volume of production of all material
commodities, from about Rs. 50/- to Rs. 75/- per annum.
Taking Rs. 60/- as representing, at the present price level, the
aggregate average per capita annual income in India, we
must remember that the system of distribution at present
obtaining in this country is such, that for by far the largest
section of the population,  aggregating  over perhaps three
fourths of the total population, the average income would be
much nearer Rs. 30 or less per annum than Rs. 60. Nearly one
third of the total wealth of the country, it has been calculated,
is taken by 1% of the total population; another 33% by the
next  33/c   of  the  population;   and  the  remaining   66%
of the population is left with the remaining 33% of the total
volume of wealth produced in the country, which means half
the average per head in a large number of cases,

17.    If these estimates are at all well founded, the abi-
lity of an average Indian citizen to make provision against
the normal contingencies of life, by way of reserve or Insu-
rance, is possible barely to about 25% of the total population,
and that too on a very low basis.

18.    The first task, therefore, of careful planning would
be so to increase the aggregate wealth of the country, and at
the same time to bring about its more equitable distribution
as to improve both the total volume of production of wealth,
and, by improving the system of distribution, the average
standard of life, by over 100%, if not 200%, of the present
level